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could then be subjected to a real
estate taxes.

McDONNELL’S PROPOSAL was
championed mostly by Republican
candidates in the run up to the fall
election, though support does not
necessarily fall along partisan
lines. Former Virginia Gov. Doug
Wilder (D) called for the
privatization of the common-
wealth’s liquor operations for
years and several state legislators
from both sides of the aisle said
they didn’t have a problem with
the concept.

“I could certainly see the ben-

efits of privatizing,” said State
Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34),
who represents Fairfax and
Vienna.

Yet many state legislators,
even those who support the
idea of liquor sales privatization
“in theory,” said making such a
decision is impractical in a time
when the state is already fac-
ing such large budget deficit.

Selling off the state liquor
business may provide a quick
infusion of cash for transporta-
tion projects but it would also

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

T
he Fairfax County School Board was already
discussing the elimination of elementary
school foreign language instruction, most

full-day kindergarten classes and the majority of the
county’s summer school program as a way to cope
with a projected budget shortfall of $100 million to
$200 million during the 2010-2011 school year.

By Senitra McCombs

The Gazette

M
ount Vernon native
Clifford Bernier com-
bines his love of trav-

eling, nature and jazz in his latest
collections of poetry “Earth Suite”
and “Dark Berries.”

“Earth Suite” is available from
Finishing Line Press (http://
www.finishinglinepress.com/
NewReleasesandForthcomingTitles.htm),
and “Dark Berries” is available
from Pudding House Publications
(jen@puddinghouse.com).

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

T
he new started with a
bang for two duck hunt
ers, who were charged

with violating the federally pro-
tected boundaries of Dyke Marsh
in the early hours of 2010. Hunt-
ers at buoy 3 and buoy 4 were each
slapped with a summons to appear
at the Fairfax County General Dis-
trict court for a class 3 misde-
meanor, punishable by a maxi-
mum fine of $500.

The sting operation was con-
ducted by Conservation Police Of-
ficer Randy Graver, acting on a tip
from the National Park Service.
According to Graver, neighbor-
hood residents became concerned
when they noticed that buoys out-
lining legally available hunting

Ahead
In 2010

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

I
f Bob McDonnell has his
way, Virginia’s state-run
liquor stores will be on
their way to extinction by

the end of  this coming spring.
The Republican governor-

elect made the privatization of
liquor sales a high-profile piece
of his campaign in 2009 and
intends to push hard for the
measure in the upcoming Gen-
eral Assembly session, which
starts Jan. 13.

McDonnell thinks selling off
the commonwealth’s liquor op-
erations could provide a much-
needed injection of cash, esti-
mated at $300 million to $400
million, to Virginia’s lagging
transportation network. The
Republican said extra money
would also be generated if the
liquor storefronts became pri-
vate property, since the sites

McDonnell could
bring end to state-
run liquor stores.

Critics of Gov.-
elect Bob
McDonnell’s
(R) plans to
privatize
Virginia’s
liquor sales
worry that the
local store-
fronts with
modest
signage and
advertising —
such as this
one located
on Richmond
Highway —
would give
way to those
that are as
flamboyant as
this private
outlet in
Washington,
D.C.

Budget cuts at West Potomac High (pic-
tured above) and other Fairfax schools
could be worse than expected if Virginia
General Assembly members from other
parts of the commonwealth refuse change
a state funding formula.
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Freezing state funding would
add $50 million to the schools’
projected budget shortfall.

Deeper Cuts for Public Schools?

Clifford Bernier

Mount Vernon Poet
Advises ‘Keep Writing’

Duck hunters found violating
federally protected nature preserve.

Line in the Water

Ducks at the Dyke Marsh
wildlife preserve are the
target of duck hunters who
wait at hunting blinds
outside the federally pro-
tected boundaries.
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News

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

2
009 was, by all accounts, univer-
sally viewed as one of the worst
economic climates in recent
memory nationwide and locally.

High unemployment and a severe drop in
housing values are but two negative factors
which confronted the region, and continue
to present problems for individuals, busi-
nesses, and the local county government.
Will this continue in 2010? The following
is a sample of local business leaders’ view
of what they believe is likely to happen.

REX & LIZ REILEY, Remax Realtors,
Fort Hunt Road

Q: How did you do in 2009?
A: Although the volume was down overall we

didn’t do bad. Certainly it was nothing like 2005
or 2006. But given the general economic climate
we hung in there largely because of our long-stand-
ing reputation for quality service and word of
mouth referrals. Also, because of the first time
homeowner’s tax credit program from July through
to the end of November we had a surge of deals
with customers taking advantage of that federal tax
credit program. December is slow; but it usually is
around this time of year.

Q: What is your prediction for your busi-
ness in 2010?

A: We are very optimistic for the upcoming year.
The prices of homes in the Mount Vernon region
are as low as they have been in a long time. Couple
the low prices with a very favorable interest rate
for the foreseeable future, add the influx of more
personnel in the expanded Fort Belvoir complex,
and our slogan is: Buy now! Good deals are out
there.

E. HUNT BURKE, CEO, Burke &
Herbert Bank, branch offices on
Sherwood Hall Lane and Richmond
Highway in Mt. Vernon. Headquar-
ters in Old Town Alexandria.

Q. How did your Bank do in 2009?

A: We did very well this year. The reason is we
were very conservative in our lending policies and
worked hard to provide quality service to our cus-
tomers. Our Mt. Vernon branch offices were very
busy; so much so that we plan in the upcoming year
to establish two new branch offices in Fairfax
County and one in Woodbridge.

Q: What is your prediction for your busi-
ness in 2010?

A: We fully expect to build on our success in
2009. Our principles and values will remain con-
sistent. Qualified borrowers will receive favorable
treatment and we will work with all our clients to
make their loans with us a positive and fruitful
experience.

LOUIS and RICK GENUARIO, own-
ers, Genuario Construction Compa-
nies, Radford Avenue.

Q: How did you do in 2009?
A: Until this November it was terrible. However,

we see signs of an upturn in our business.

Q: What is your prediction for your busi-
ness in 2010?

A: I think we will do very well; we are optimis-
tic that the steps we took to prepare for this poor
economic climate are going to pay off; we closed
several building contracts in the past few months.
That is very encouraging .

Q: What did you do to counteract the
economic downturn; and what are you
doing to move forward for 2010?

A: We temporarily cut back on our staff;
changed some of our focus to do more remodeling
work and not rely solely on new home construc-
tion, and sought partnerships with other
businesses. This helped us through the tough times
and gave us some planning and management tools
that will help us in 2010. We are essentially a
countercyclical business; we stay with our proven
strategies and business values. This past year our
retrenchment and examination of our niche mar-
ket has prepared us well for the future.

Q: How do you predict you will do in
2010?

A: For the previously mentioned reasons, our
excellent local reputation, and the general positive
economic climate in this region, we expect to have
a good year.

CHRIS WHITE, real estate agent,
Long & Foster Real Estate; Mount
Vernon and Alexandria city.

Q: How did you and the company do in
2009?

A: We had a good year.

Q: What did your company do to cope
with the weak economy?

A: We stayed with what has worked for us in the
past: our proven business networking practices, en-
hanced marketing online, in-service training, and
quality service to our customers.

Q: What do you predict for 2010 and
why?

A: If the interest rates stay low, and I think they
will, we will have a successful 2010. The new
“move up” interest rate federal incentive program
which will continue through April, 2010 will give
us a good boost in sales, and have the effect of com-
pressing the market which we target.

HOLLY DOUGHERTY, executive
director, Mount Vernon –
Lee Chamber of Commerce

Q: Recognizing you represent a diverse
membership of retailers, service contrac-
tors, builders, real estate companies, etc.,
please comment on the year just com-
pleted; how did the Mt.Vernon-Lee
business community do in 2009?

A: 2009 was a difficult year for many local busi-
nesses. While not every business sector has been
caught in the economic downturn, those that have

are struggling. They need
community support. Local
businesses are the ones who
contribute to our schools
and sports teams, donate to
non-profits and provide jobs. Losing local busi-
nesses in this economic downturn would critically
hurt the quality of life we all enjoy.

Q: What is your prediction for the region
in 2010?

A: We are cautiously optimistic about 2010. The
George Mason Center for Regional Analysis tells us
we will start to see more economic activity the end
of the first quarter of 2010 or the beginning of the
second quarter. Business owners tend to be opti-
mistic about the future and are hoping these
reports prove to be accurate.

KATIE FIKE, administrative/mar-
keting coordinator for the Com-
mercial Depart-
ment, McEnearney,
& Associates

Q: How did
McEnearney & Associ-
ates do in 2009?

A: Considering the eco-
nomic climate we did well.
It is in part a reflection of
our company’s reputation
and quality staff work.

Q: How do you think
your firm will do in the
upcoming year?

A: I believe we will do
well, for the same reasons I
previously stated. In addi-
tion, the significant
expansion of the Fort
Belvoir military base will have a positive ripple ef-
fect on many sectors of the local economy that will
help trigger business activity for us.

Business Leaders Look Back — and Ahead
Holly Dougherty,

executive director,
Mt.Vernon -

Lee Chamber of
Commerce

Katie Fike:
Commercial
Division
Associate:
McEnearney
& Associates

Chris White of Long & Foster Real
Estate

Liz and Rex Reiley, Remax Realtors

E. Hunt Burke, CEO, Burke and
Herbert Bank

Rick and Lou Genuario of Genuario
Construction Companies

Holiday Ice Show
Jenae Barne is skating to the
music, “Requiem for a Tower” at
the Mount Vernon RECenter ice
arena on Saturday, Jan. 2.

Nicole Barker is skating her solo
performance at the holiday ice
show.

Jennifer Varghese is skates
during the holiday ice show.

Photos by LaShawn Avery/The Gazette
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Now, they have may have to
come up with a longer list of pro-
gram cuts thanks to Gov. Tim
Kaine’s latest state budget pro-
posal, announced in December.

Kaine (D) recommended freez-
ing the state education funding
formula, a move that would result
in Fairfax schools losing an addi-
tional $50 million to $60 million
in financial help from Richmond
during the next school year.

Fairfax County already provides
the majority of its school system’s
budget.

In 2010 for example, the local-
ity covered approximately 73 per-
cent of Fairfax Public Schools $2.2.
billion operating budget.

If Fairfax County wants to make
up for a state funding cut of that
magnitude, the local Board of Su-
pervisors would have to raise the
local property tax rate approxi-
mately 2.5 to three cents this
spring.

Fairfax’s foreign language in el-
ementary schools program costs
about $2.5 million and the foreign
language immersion program
costs about $2.1 million annually.
The school system spent just un-
der $5 million on traditional sum-
mer school and about $30 million
on full-day kindergarten this year.

“If we had $50 million, we might
be able to avoid an increase in
class size,” said school board mem-
ber Stuart Gibson (Hunter Mill
District).

VIRGINIA’S education funding
formula takes into account  sev-
eral factors but largely relies on
localities’ property values and
median household income to de-
termine how much money each
school district receives from the
commonwealth.

Described by legislators as a
“complicated algorithm,” the for-
mula is designed to cover a larger
portion of public education costs
in Virginia’s school districts with
the fewest financial resources. The
formula assumes that jurisdictions
like Fairfax — considered one of
the wealthiest localities in the
country  — can more easily afford
to fund its own education systems
through local taxes.

As a result, the state covers rela-
tively little of Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools budget when compared
to what they provide for other lo-
calities.

Virginia provides approximately
$23.47 for every $100 spent on
public education in Fairfax County.
In other Virginia school districts
which reap the most from the cur-
rent funding formula the state pro-
vides $84.47 for every $100 spent
on public education, according to
Fairfax County documents.

“Any time you have a state fund-
ing formula that is based on rela-
tive wealth, we don’t do very well,”
said Del. Dave Albo (R-42), who
represents Lorton, Springfield,
Fairfax Station and Burke.

BUT FAIRFAX, Loudoun and
Prince William counties were ex-
pected to benefit financially from
a scheduled recalculation of the
state education funding formula
this year.

Though property values and av-
erage household incomes remain
high in Northern Virginia overall,
Fairfax and these other local juris-
dictions saw a more substantial
drop in home prices when com-
pared with other Virginia locali-
ties.

The result should have been that
Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince Will-
iam received a larger slice of the
state’s overall education funding

next year.
But if incoming Gov. Bob

McDonnell (R) and the Virginia
General Assembly take up Kaine’s
suggestion and decide to “freeze”
the state’s education funding for-
mula, Fairfax and others will not
see an increase in education fund-
ing.

Ninety-seven of the
commonwealth’s 136 school dis-
tricts — and constituents repre-
sented by the majority of the Vir-
ginia General Assembly’s members
— would be negatively impacted
by the scheduled change in the
formula, so it is likely that the
freeze will be seriously considered
and approved in the upcoming
session.

The situation may be particu-
larly tense because the General
Assembly will likely have to cut
state education monies across the
board anyway, as the result of an
overall budget shortfall.

“Any time you cut education,
people are trying to get as much
money as they possibly can,” said
Albo.

ALBO and other local members of
the General Assembly said they are
ready to fight any proposal to
freeze the formula, even if they are
outnumbered by their colleagues
in the state legislature.

“The [funding formula] is used
to measure the wealth of a local-
ity and, for years, it has been used
to jerk us around. Now, for the first
time, the numbers are actually
moving in our direction. Now that
the system is actually starting to
benefit Fairfax, they are asking us
to freeze it out,” said state Sen.
Chap Petersen (D-34).

“No other region of Virginia
would tolerate this type of dis-
criminatory treatment. … We must
fight against it,” he added.

In addition, he will be fea-
tured on the National Public
Radio show “The Poet and the
Poem from the Library of Con-
gress” this year.

Currently, he is working on
a short collection of jazz po-
etry.

TRAVELING was a way of life
for Bernier and it helped to
shape his career as a poet.

“When I was 10, my family
moved to France. I didn’t have
any friends there initially and
I started reading books and
then eventually I started writ-
ing. It came out as poetry.”
Bernier said.

His literary influences in-
clude many classic poets such
as Walt Whitman, Eliot, Yeats,
Stevens, Walcott, WS Graham,
WS Merwin and Geoffrey Hill.

In addition, Bernier has trav-
eled to parts of Asia, Africa,
Europe and South America.

After he married, Bernier
lived in Japan for awhile. As a
result, many of Bernier’s po-
ems have “foreign settings and
themes.”

Bernier’s love of nature also
began at a very early age. In
response to what his favorite
childhood memory was, he
said, “Running barefoot on the
gravel on Tauxemont Road
and down to the woods behind
the Tauxemont Preschool to
catch crayfish and frogs in the
stream.”

ANOTHER INFLUENCE on
Bernier’s poetry is jazz.

He has performed his “jazz

More School Cuts from Richmond?

Wintry Fun
Leighton Hunt and Tess Wilbur, West Potomac High School students,
enjoy the extended vacation that the Blizzard of ’09 blew their way.

The Hopper train heads down a popular sledding hill located at the
Collingwood Library off the George Washington Parkway. The Hopper
girls, Julia, Kyra, Gabriella, Haliegh, with their father Rob, took many
such trips down the hill Monday evening Dec. 22.
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Performing Jazz Poetry
poetry” with Joshua Carr
Band, the Poesis band, the
Villainelles in a variety of ven-
ues around the D.C. metro-
politan area, including IOTA
café, Bistro Europa, Bistro
Lafayette, Kensington Row
Books, Caboose Café and Fire-
flies in Del Ray.

Although he has been per-
forming his “metaphorical
heavily cadenced free verse”
jazz poetry live for 10 years,
he has spent the last five years
as the host of a poetry read-
ing called “Poesis” at
Greenberry’s in Arlington and
at the Borders and Pentagon
City.

In addition, Bernier has
three CDs of his jazz poetry
which he performed live at
IOTA Club and Café, Bistro
Europa and Poetry in Black &
White.

Bernier advises young poets
is to “keep writing, keep sub-
mitting your work, get out to
readings and open mikes.”

He also said that writing is
a way to understand the world
and make something beauti-
ful out of life. “I like to create
beauty,” he said. However,
Bernier adds that it is a chal-
lenge finding time to write
with his other work and fam-
ily obligations.

Like many artists, Bernier
has a second job working for
the Association for the Ad-
vancement of Medical Instru-
mentation.

Bernier has a degree from
Bowdoin College and he cur-
rently resides in Mount
Vernon with his family.



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  January 7-13, 2010  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alexandria–Old Town
703-299-9499

1315 King Street between
Payne and West Street
www.snapfitness.com
text SNAP to 99702

• Nearby and open 24/7
• No contracts, no risk - pay monthly
• FREE fitness assessment ($100 value)
• Personal trainers for faster results
• 30-day money-back guarantee

Limit one per household. No cash value. Access
card fee, other fees and some restrictions may
apply. Valid only for local residents on first visit
at participating clubs. ©2009 Snap Fitness, Inc.

Hurry, offer valid for first 50 new members
Offer expires January 31, 2010

Save $74

ENROLLMENT
50% OFF
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Limit one per household. No cash value. Access
card fee, other fees and some restrictions may
apply. Valid only for local residents on first visit
at participating clubs. ©2009 Snap Fitness, Inc.

Hurry, offer valid for first 50 new members
Offer expires January 31, 2010

Get Faster, Better Results
3 Personal

Training
Sessions

$99

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information
www.RexReiley.com

703-768-7730 • rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex/Mt. Vernon $474,900
4302 Granada Street

Large, Lovely 4BR, 3BA Split w/1
Car Garage on a .35 Acre Lot.
Beautiful hardwood floors on main
level, freshly painted interior.
French doors off Dining rm to a

Sun rm with skylight, hot tub & wrap around deck. Beautifully land-
scaped yard w/electric powered shed.  5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 min-
utes to Huntington Metro & Old Town, 35 minutes to Pentagon/D.C.

Alex/Woodlawn Terrace $239,900
8214 Ackley Street

Charming Cape Cod on a large, fenced
.25 acre lot. Beautifully updated
kitchen and baths.  Nice addition with
family room and workshop.  Shows
very well. Sold as is. 3 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 minutes to Metro and Old

Town, Alex. Short Sale, subject to third party approval.

Alex/Stratford $519,000
8716 Linton Lane

Lovely 4BR, 2.5 BA Colonial w/brick
front & carport. Very competitively
priced.  Family rm w/fireplace off the
kitchen. Hdwd floors on the main &
upper lvls w/partial, unfinished basement
which can be finished off or left as a

workshop/storage area.  Just down the street from Ft. Hunt Elem.
Minutes to Ft. Belvoir & Huntington Metro.

S
O
LD

New Year! New Home?
We look foward to serving YOU in 2010!
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mean the loss of substantial rev-
enue for Virginia over the long
term, they said.

Currently, Virginia’s liquor busi-
ness generates about $100 million
annually for the Virginia budget
and even the optimistic estimates
for what the commonwealth
would receive for its liquor store
business top out at approximately
$400 million.

The General Assembly and
McDonnell are already facing ap-
proximately a $4 billion dollar
shortfall in the budget this year
and the incoming Governor has
indicated that he will not support
a tax increase.

STATE-RUN liquor stores have
not required that same regulation
or restrictions that a private indus-
try would need, said several local
elected officials. There are no rea-
sons for localities to be concerned
about the proximity of a public li-
quor store to a school or church.
Likewise, Virginia’s state-run li-
quor stores do not engage in

area had moved closer to Dyke
Marsh. Graver says he personally
moved one of the buoys back to
its rightful location late in the af-
ternoon on New Year’s Eve only to
discover that it had been moved
back by New Year’s Day.

“One of the hunters said he
thought the buoy was in the wrong
place and he was moving it to
where he thought it was supposed
to be,” said Graver. “The other one
adamantly denied moving the
buoy and said it was like that when
he got there.”

The Mount Vernon riverfront has
long been home to duck hunting,
with George Washington himself
chasing canvasback waterfowl
through the creeks and coves
along the Potomac River. But re-
cent years have seen the longtime
practice challenged in Fairfax
County, where preservationists
and homeowners have become
more vocal about their opposition.
Last year, a group known as
Friends of Dyke Marsh made a for-
mal request to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Game and Inland Fisher-
ies to ban duck hunting near the
wildlife preserve. That request was
denied, and hunters say they have
every right to hunt in this area —
if they follow the rules.

“Moving the buoys was a tre-
mendous mistake,” said Kevin
Paulson, a duck hunter who fre-
quently hunts in the area sur-

rounding Dyke Marsh. “It’s an ab-
solute disgrace.”

THE GAME WARDEN says part
of the problem is confusion cre-
ated after the buoys were moved
from the longtime previous loca-
tions. About a year ago, the Na-
tional Park Service requested that
the buoys be moved away from the
shoreline. The purpose was to
align the floating blinds with prop-
erty owned by the National Park
Service rather than the natural
boundary created where the wa-
ter meets the land. Since then,
hunters have been frustrated
about being moved away from
their target.

“At this point, we want to make
sure the hunters know that we’ve

used GPS equipment to make sure
all the buoys are where they are
supposed to be,” said Graver. “So
don’t move them.”

Friends of Dyke Marsh say they
will continue their fight to end
duck hunting at the federally pro-
tected wildlife preserve. Until
then, the nonprofit’s president says
she is happy that the state is tak-
ing action to make sure the exist-
ing rules are being followed.

“We suspect that hunting has
been going on inside the bound-
aries for years but nobody has
been there watching,” said Glenda
Booth, president of Friends of
Dyke Marsh. “So we pleased that
the Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries is finally do-
ing something.”

“flashy advertising” — like neon
signs — that some consider visual
pollution.

With state-run stores, localities
also do not run the risk of having
multiple hard liquor outlets locat-
ing in close proximity to each
other. Del.-elect Scott Surovell (D-
44), who will represent Mount
Vernon starting this month, said he
was particularly concerned that
private liquor stores would start
proliferating in his district along
Richmond Highway. “I don’t think
we want to see the private liquor
stores next to the payday lending
places, next to the ‘checks cashed’
places along Route 1. I don’t think
we want that for our community,”
said Surovell, during a candidate’s
forum in the fall.

When asked about such worries
during an interview in August,
McDonnell said regulations could
be put in place to prevent commer-
cial districts from being overrun
with liquor stores.

Still, Fairfax County Supervisor
Jeff McKay (D-Lee) said he is look-
ing into whether Fairfax could en-

act zoning restrictions about the
placement of liquor stores prior to
the General Assembly voting on
the proposal. McKay represents
the western side of Richmond
Highway and central Springfield,
two of the county’s commercial
“revitalization” districts, and he
fears that the General Assembly
might vote hastily — without put-
ting the appropriate restrictions in
place — and create an “open sea-
son” for private liquor sellers at
first.

“I want to know if we should be
putting restrictions in the zoning
ordinances about where these
things can go now. … I want to be
able to do something before these
things proliferate,” said McKay,
who is not sure Fairfax can legally
restrict private liquor stores with-
out approval from the General As-
sembly to do so. “I don’t want to
wake up one morning and find a
liquor store in every shopping cen-
ter on Route 1,” said McKay. Only
two liquor stores are currently lo-
cated along the Fairfax section of
Route 1, he said.

Concerns over End of ABC Stores

Duck Hunters Violate Nature Preserve
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A
t the Gazette, we invite our readers
to fill us in, literally. As we begin
the New Year, we are reminded that
we need to hear from our readers.

As local, weekly newspapers, the Gazette’s
mission is to bring the news you need about
your community, to give you the information
you need to enjoy the best things in
and near your community, to advocate
for community good, to call attention
to unmet needs, to provide a forum for
dialogue on local concerns, and to celebrate
and record milestones and events in commu-
nity and people’s lives.

To succeed at any of that, we need your help.
Let us know how we’re doing and let us know

what is going on in your part of the commu-
nity. If you have questions or ideas, call us or
send us an e-mail.

We invite you to send letters to the editor or
to send an e-mail letting us know about some-
thing you especially liked or didn’t like about
our coverage.

We appreciate readers’ ideas. If you see some-
thing that you think might be a story, or some-
thing you have a question about, give us a call,

or drop us a line.
If you know of a person or an organization

doing important work, something that might
make a good feature story, we are looking for
people to feature each week.

We want to know if someone in your family
or your community published a book, became
an Eagle Scout, raised money for a good cause,
accomplished some feat like running a mara-
thon or having art included in an art show.

We publish photos and notes of a
variety of personal milestones and com-
munity events, including births, en-
gagements, weddings, anniversaries,

awards and obituaries.
We are also interested in events at your

church, mosque, synagogue, community cen-
ter, pool, school, club, etc. E-mail us a photo
and a note about the event. Be sure to include
the names of all the people who are in a photo,
and say when and where the photo was taken.

We also publish notes about news and events
from local businesses. Notes about openings,
new employees, anniversaries are welcome.

It is especially important to us to let people
know about events ahead of time in our calen-
dar of events. We appreciate getting notice at
least two weeks ahead of the event, and we
encourage photos. Events for our calendars

should be free or at nominal cost and open to
the public.

In covering the issues, we strive to provide a
voice for our readers. We look forward to hear-
ing from you.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Get Involved
The first day of the 2010 General Assembly

session is Wednesday, Jan. 13.
The House Appropriations and Senate Fi-

nance Committees will hold a Regional Public
Hearing on Friday, Jan. 8, at 10 a.m., at the
Northern Virginia Community College,
Annandale Campus. The hearing will focus on
the Governor’s proposed 2010-12 Biennial
State Budget and is open to the public.

Fairfax County’s delegation to the General
Assembly will hold a pre-session public hear-
ing on Saturday, Jan. 9, at 9 a.m. at the Fairfax
County Government Center. Sign up to speak
by calling the Clerk of the Board of Supervi-
sors at 703-324-3151.

Happy New Year
Keep in touch.

Editorial
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By Scott A. Surovell

Delegate-Elect

L
ast week, Gov. Tim Kaine
proposed his 2011-2012
budget to the Virginia Gen-

eral Assembly. Governor Kaine has
a responsibility to balance the bud-
get, but I also believe that his pro-
posal unduly focuses its burdens
on Virginia’s poor and Northern
Virginia’s middle class.

First, his budget proposes to
delay “rebenchmarking” or correc-
tion of the formula that deter-
mines state funds for local schools
— the Local Composite Index
(“LCI”). Because Fairfax County
has some of the highest income
earners and property values in Vir-

ginia, the LCI approach disadvan-
tages us and we get very little
money from the state. However,
because our property values
cratered more rapidly than other
Virginia localities, Fairfax County
is slated to receive an additional
$60-70 million more per year from
the state.

The budget proposes to delay
rebenchmarking one year to give
local jurisdictions “more cer-
tainty.” One would think that
“more certainty” would favor 25
percent of the Commonwealth
(e.g. Fairfax, Arlington and Alex-
andria) getting this money to
avoid cuts to full-day kindergar-
ten, elementary band and strings,
focus programs, or increased class

sizes, after all, most rural jurisdic-
tions have property tax rates that
are half of what we pay in North-
ern Virginia and they have room
to grow. If his proposal is adopted,
we could pay higher 2010 prop-
erty taxes to make for the short-
fall or that the Fairfax County
School Board will have to cut an
additional $315,000 from every
school ($60 million divided by 190
schools).

Next, the Governor’s budget pro-
poses to prohibit any new enroll-
ees in Medicaid and to cut Medic-
aid payments to health care pro-
viders by $419 million. “Cutting”
Medicaid does not “cut” anything.
It reduces the availability of health
care and it causes health care pro-

viders to increase rates for private
insurance to make up the “cut” —
small businesses and middle class
working families in Fairfax County.
“Cuts” to government healthcare
programs (Medicaid or Medicare)
are really not “cuts.” They are sim-
ply a way to pass the buck on
health care for the uninsured to
those with private health insur-
ance — in other words, Northern
Virginia’s middle class. These so-
called “cuts” are what causes busi-
nesses’ health insurance costs to
rise 15 percent per year.

In addition, people who have no
way to pay for their healthcare, end

Richmond’s Attack on Fairfax’s Middle Class

Appreciate
Trash Pick-up
To the Editor:

Rarely do we thank the people
who really make government work
for the citizenry. However, the re-
cent storm that virtually brought
the area to a halt prompts me to
write to thank and congratulate
the county’s sanitation workers
who picked up our trash on Mon-
day morning in spite of hazardous
conditions on the roads. These

men (and, I suppose, women)
work in all kinds of weather and
difficult circumstances to provide
a very basic service to the county’s
residents. I, for one, have come to
rely on their arrival on time (or
very close to it) regardless of the
conditions under which they have
to work. I truly wish I could have
put something extra in their stock-
ings on Christmas morning.

Bill Rhatican

Letters to the Editor

Political
Expediency
To the Editor:

I just received my IRS Income
Tax forms for 2009 in the mail to-
day. I quickly scanned the first few
pages showing all the “new” items
for the 2009 tax filing. Most were
new or increased tax “credits” that
many people might be eligible for.
But nowhere in the form have I
found the explanation that reveals

the truth about the “middle class
tax cut” that we have all heard
repeatedly touted by so many on
the democratic side of Congress
and the White House. I have no
doubt that many of you out there
still believe you got a tax cut last
year. You all have been fooled. You
did enjoy a “withholdings” tax cut
and that as a result you have more
money to spend. But here is the
little detail that Congressman Jim
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David W. Spires
(703) 765-3500

Cell: (703) 850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
(703) 660-6789

Cell: (703) 472-7713

www.partnersinrealestate.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

1200 Gatewood Drive Alexandria
• Custom, Modified Split-Level on Large Corner Lot
• Conveniently Located Main Level Two-Car Garage
• Roofline Transoms Lend Contemporary Flair
• Use of Rare Pecky Cypress Accent Hardwoods
• Updated Corian Kitchen w/Generous Breakfast Space
• New Master Suite with Sitting Area and

Walk-in Closet
• Luxury Master Bath w/Jetted Tub and Separate

Shower
• Fabulous Entertainment/Recreation Area on

Lower Level
• Large Breezy Covered Porch - Professionally

Landscaped

7400 Gatewood Court Alexandria
• All-Brick Colonial on Beautiful Corner Lot

• Elegant Formal Living Room w/Custom Built-ins

• Expansive Entry Foyer features Marble Flooring

• New Chef’s Island Kitchen with Custom Cabinetry

• All New Bathrooms  -  Two Masonry Fireplaces

• Refinished Hardwoods on Both Levels and Staircase

• Fresh Custom Paints – New Security Alarm System

• Garage with StoreWALL System - Polyaspartic

Flooring

• Extensive Hardscape and Professional Landscaping

Robert B. Burroughs
(703) 370-0808

Cell (703) 856-2426

Offered at $1,050,000

Offered at $969,000

New Listings in Villamay – Open Sunday 1–4
Directions: S on GW Pkwy, R on Tulane, L on Park Terrace. Follow Signs to Properties

From Page 6

Letters

See Letters,  Page 9

Moran and even President Obama didn’t
tell you. When you file your taxes on April
15, 2010, you still owe the same amount of
income tax that you would have owed re-
gardless of how much they withheld from
your paycheck because they did not cut the
income tax rates. You will have to make up
the difference — some tax cut.

The President said recently that unless the
Congress passes his healthcare scheme the
“federal government will go bankrupt.” Will
go bankrupt? All this borrowed money will
have to be repaid through exorbitant taxes
on our children and grandchildren. But that
does not concern many of you, Jim Moran
or the President. You keep electing them to
office. From government buyouts of private
industry, to the global warming myth and
now the supposed healthcare crisis, we are
slowly being financially strangled as this
nonsense is rammed down out throats and
many of you are cheering on the govern-
ment. The $700-plus billion stimulus bill
that accomplished little, and the massive,
untenable and fiscally disastrous healthcare
takeover bill are perfect examples. But re-
member, everything was Bush’s fault caused
by the “tax cuts for the wealthy.” I wish I
had a dime for every time I heard that gar-
bage from Jim Moran alone — he says it
every other sentence. The trouble is millions
of you believe it. Our leaders think they are
so above us intellectually and that we are
dumber than dirt. Sadly, as evidenced by

the glowing support many voters provide
these buffoons, that assumption is slowly
becoming true. A great example is Barney
Frank. Who in their right mind can vote for
him?

As a legal citizen of the United States,
taxpayer, husband, and father of two chil-
dren (whose financial future is being mort-
gaged), I am angry and I truly fear what is
ahead for my kids. I, and many ordinary
Americans like me, have had enough and
have thankfully started to speak out. I truly
wish I had the means to run for Congress
against Jim Moran, I would in a heartbeat.
But it is unlikely that I would win because I
would not promise to soak the rich and
hand it out to others in order to uphold the
President’s and now Moran’s socialistic
mantra of “spreading the wealth around.”
Jim Moran said that just because one has
earned great wealth they think they are
entitled to keep it. What? I would demand
that others live as my wife and I do — work
hard and earn your own fortune, not cry
foul and expect it be given to you at the
expense of others.

Our two-faced incompetent governmen-
tal representatives do not understand what
the word “representative” means. And they
will continue to be elected by the short-
sighted and uninformed who still think like
the woman, who was all over the media
following the election of President Obama.
She gleefully and with complete expecta
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La Petite Hairstylists

1703 Belle View
Blvd., Alex.

703-765-4744

• Specializing in Color & Perm
• Japanese Thermal Straightening

• New Brazilian KERATIN TREATMENT

• Spa Pedicure & Manicure • Waxing

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

From Page 8
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tion exclaimed, “I won’t have to
pay my mortgage anymore or
worry about paying my credit card
bills anymore or paying for my
gasoline!” Who does she think will
pay for it? And more importantly,
why does she think anybody be-
sides herself should?

I did a little research on our Ben-
jamin Franklin and I found two
quotes ascribed to him. “When the
people find that they can vote
themselves money, that will her-
ald the end of the republic” and
“this will be the best security for
maintaining our liberties. A nation
of well informed who have been
taught to know and prize the
rights which God has given them
cannot be enslaved. It is in the re-
ligion of ignorance that tyranny
begins.” Read those quotes out
loud and really think about them.
As a nation we have tightly em-
braced the “religion of ignorance”
that Franklin warned against 200
years ago. And millions celebrate
this ignorance. Our leaders have
embraced it as evidenced by their
blindly passing massive spending
bills (mostly opposed by the
people), without even knowing
what is in them.

I do remain optimistic that we
have not fallen so far as a nation

that we cannot re-embrace the bril-
liance of Benjamin Franklin and
avoid the tyranny he talked about.
But I fear that unless we start to-
day to reverse our way of thinking
and educate ourselves as to how
this country became the greatest on
earth and reject the subtle tyranny
that is being forced upon us by the
leaders we have elected, we will
never again regain the American
Dream as we knew it for our chil-
dren and generations to come. I
don’t blame America for all the ills
of the world as does our President.
I blame all of us for ever allowing
our country to fall to such levels of

ignorance, avarice and greed in the
first place. Now we must grasp the
seriousness of this true crisis and
return to our government, leaders
who have the United States, our
American heritage (not that of
other cultures) and our future gen-
erations at the top of their priority
list. And we must demand repre-
sentation not capitulation to politi-
cal expediency. That is my New
Years Resolution — one we can all
sign on to and one we all can keep
next November.

Happy New Year America!
Garry A. Scutt

Alexandria

Animal Control officers
charged a 33-year-old woman
with animal cruelty and being
an unfit animal owner after
spending nearly 12 hours re-
moving animals from her
Ramsgate Terrace home on
Tuesday, Dec. 29. Officers re-
sponded shortly before 8:30
a.m. following neighbors’ com-
plaints of foul odors coming
from the home.

Authorities removed over two
dozen live cats, five dogs, a rab-
bit, three guinea pigs, a hamster
and nine birds from the home,

Woman Charged with Animal Cruelty
amidst cluttered conditions in-
cluding animal feces and debris.
Additionally, officers also re-
moved 28 dead animals from
the premises.

The initial medical conditions
of the living animals ranged
from poor to good, with most
appearing unclean and mal-
nourished. All animals were
transported to local veterinar-
ians to undergo thorough as-
sessments.

The investigation is continu-
ing and additional charges are
pending.
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

The Women of Folk Music
Friday, Jan. 22 and Saturday,
Jan. 23 at The Birchmere.

T
his year, the 24th Annual World Folk Music Associa-
tion Benefit Concert Weekend returns to The
Birchmere in Alexandria for two big nights of music

on Friday, Jan. 22 and Saturday, Jan. 23. Each night will fea-
ture top women performers of today’s Folk music scene. These
Women of Folk Music will amaze, transport, and delight you
with their angelic voices and pure talent.

The performers scheduled to appear include: Herdman, Hills
& Mangsen, SONiA & disappear fear, Catie Curtis, The Nields,
Maura Kennedy, Aoife Clancy (pronounced “Eefa”), Hot Soup!,
Lisa Taylor, Doris Justis, Carolyn Hester, and Lea, with addi-
tional performers to be announced.

Tickets for reserved seating on Saturday include a desert
and coffee reception with the performers following the show,
at the Holiday Inn National Airport/Crystal City Hotel, 2650
Jefferson Davis Hwy, Arlington.

Maura Kennedy
7:30 p.m. on Friday, 6:30 p.m. on Saturday
at the Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria
Ticket prices: from $44.50 to $134
Visit www.wfma.net or call 866-412-5943

A
lexandria schoolchildren are celebrat-
ing the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King

Jr., again this year by taking part in a
citywide poster contest. Winners of the 20th
annual juried competition and exhibition
will be honored at an awards program on
Martin Luther King Day, Monday, Jan. 18,
from 1-3 p.m. in the Council Chambers of
Alexandria City Hall, 301 King Street, and
City Councilwoman Alicia Hughes will de-
liver the keynote speech.  This event is free.

The contest and exhibition are sponsored
by the Alexandria Society for the Preserva-
tion of Black Heritage (ASPBH) and the
Alexandria Black History Museum. The
posters represent students’ interpretation of
this year’s King Holiday theme, “Continu-
ing to Keep the Dream Alive.” The artwork
of all finalists will be on display in the Vola
Lawson Lobby of City Hall through Sunday,
Feb. 28.

The contest serves as a means of recog-
nizing the life and accomplishments of Dr.
King while encouraging the students to ex-
press their artistic talents. The ASPBH de-
signed the competition to provide an op-
portunity for children of all cultures to ex-
press their understanding of the late civil
rights leader.

Student submissions are judged in two
phases, beginning with the individual el-
ementary schools. Three finalists from each
grade (first through fifth) from each school
are selected and sent on for further consid-
eration. In the second phase, a panel of
ASPBH representatives evaluates the art-
work within grade levels but across the city,
so students are competing against their
peers from all city elementary schools. First-
, second- and third-place winners for each
grade level will be selected. Winners will
be announced and will receive their prizes
at the Jan. 18 ceremony.

Under the leadership of chairman Carlton
A. Funn, Sr., the ASPBH hosts programs and
exhibitions presented by the Alexandria Black
History Museum while providing yearly funds
to help promote educational programs at the
museum. The Alexandria Black History Mu-
seum, located at 902 Wythe Street, is open
Tuesday through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Call 703-838-4356 or visit
www.alexblackhistory.org.

Schoolchildren Honor
Dr. King’s Legacy
With Poster Contest

Alexandria Restaurant Week Is Jan. 15-24
M

ore than 50 dining establishments
will be showcasing their culinary

expertise during the second-annual Alexan-
dria Restaurant Week, Jan. 15-24.

For 10 days throughout the City of Alex-
andria, diners can sample $35 pre-fixe
three-course dinners, or $35 dinners for
two, or $3.50 sweet treats at participating
restaurants.

This 10-day gourmet and gourmand event
enables residents and visitors to enjoy tan-
talizing multi-course meals and distinctive
treats prepared especially for the occasion
showcasing the culinary diversity offered
throughout the city.

For event details and online reservations,
go to www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com or call
703-746-3301.

$35 3-Course,

Prix Fixe

Dinner

219 Restaurant
A La Lucia (+)
Bastille (+)
Bilbo Baggins
Cafe Salsa
Chart House
Columbia Firehouse
DC Metro Food Tours
Del Merei Grille (+)
Finn & Porter (+)
Fish Market
Geranio (+)
Grape + Bean wine bar
Hank’s Oyster Bar
Jackson 20
Joe Theismann’s Restaurant
La Bergerie (+)
La Strada (+)
La Tasca (+)

Laporta’s Restaurant (+)
Daniel O’Connell’s Restaurant
Raw Silk, Indian Restaurant &
Lounge
RT’s Restaurant
Seagar’s Restaurant (+)
Tempo Restaurant (+)
The Carlyle Club (+)
The Jamieson Grille
The Warehouse Bar & Grill
The Wharf
Union Street Public House

$35 Dinner

for Two

Austin Grill
Bombay Curry Company
Bugsy’s Pizza Restaurant &
Sports Bar
Chadwicks Old
TownCheesetique
Dishes of India (+)

Duke’s Bar & Grill
FireFlies Bar & Restaurant
Fontaine Caffe & Creperie
King Street Blues (+)Mango
Mike’s (+)
Monroe’s, An American Trattoria
Murphy’s Irish Pub
Overwood (+)
Ramparts (+)
Sapore Italian Ristorante
Thailand on Royal Street
Villa Di’Este

$3.50

Sweet Treat

ACKC
Bittersweet Catering

Price does not include tax and
gratuity. All prices are subject to
change.

(+) Indicates online reserva-
tions offered

Food History Symposium Is Jan. 23
T

he Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Mu-
seum, is hosting a daylong symposium

exploring early American food production
and consumption. “Food For Thought: A
Food History Symposium” will take place
from 9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. on Saturday, Jan.
23, at The Lyceum, 201 South Washington
Street. The series of lectures will examine
public markets, pottery vessels, bakeries,
chocolate, and African-American foodways,
with an emphasis on Alexandria and the
Chesapeake region.

The registration fee is $50. Advance reg-
istration is encouraged and can be done
online at www.alexandriahistory.org or by
calling 703-838-4994. Those wishing to
register the same day should arrive no later
than 8:45 a.m. Participants will have a break
for lunch on their own.

The schedule of lectures follows:
9:15 a.m. – “Public Markets and Civic

Culture in Nineteenth-Century America” by
Helen Tangires, administrator of the Cen-
ter for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts at
the National Gallery of Art in Washington.
Tangires, who holds a Ph.D. in American

studies from The George Washington Uni-
versity, is the author of Public Markets and
Civic Culture in Nineteenth-Century
America (Johns Hopkins University Press,
2003) and Public Markets (W.W. Norton,
2008).

10:15 a.m. – “Chocolate – The Indian
Drink, 1500-1700” by Marcy Norton, an
associate professor of history at The George
Washington University. Norton, who holds
a Ph.D. in history from U.C. Berkeley, is the
author of Sacred Gifts, Profane Pleasures:
A History of Tobacco and Chocolate in the
Atlantic World (Cornell University Press,
2008).

11:30 a.m. –  “Pottery for Alexandria
Kitchens” by Barbara Magid, Assistant City
Archaeologist for the City of Alexandria and
the top authority on Alexandria pottery.
Magid, who holds an M.Phil. in archaeol-
ogy from Cambridge University, is the au-
thor of several studies of Alexandria pot-
tery, including five articles in Ceramics in
America (Chipstone).

2 p.m. – “African-Virginian Foodways in
Alexandria and the Potomac Region” by
Michael Twitty, a leading expert on African-
American foodways. Twitty, a culinary his-
torian who is completing his undergradu-
ate degree in African-American studies and
anthropology at Howard University, is the
proprietor of Afrofoodways.com and the
author of Fighting Old Nep: The Foodways
of Enslaved Afro-Marylanders 1634-1864
(Michael Twitty, 2006).

3 p.m. – “Everyone Can Afford a Cracker:
The Rise and Fall of George Hill’s Alexan-
dria Bakery” by Elaine Hawes, an indepen-
dent researcher with an M.A. in American
studies from the University of Delaware.
Hawes has worked for a variety of art and
historical agencies and lectures widely on
American material culture, with a concen-
tration on the material culture and related
commercial development of Alexandria.

❖❖❖

For more information, visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call 703-838-
4994.
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connection newspapers.com. Pho-
tos and artwork are encouraged. Deadline
is Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412
with questions.

ONGOING
Ms. Senior Virginia America is

searching for candidates statewide for
this year’s May Pageant, which will be
held in Alexandria. The current Ms.
Senior Virginia America, Maureen
Ribble, will end her reign in May. The
Pageant showcases women age 60-plus
who live in Virginia and are U.S.
citizens. For details, call  703-978-
3663.

Tea Dances. 1-3:15 p.m. on Fridays.
Group class from 1-1:30 p.m.
Ballroom, Latin and Swing music. $11/
person. At the Dance Studio Lioudmila,
18 Roth Street, 2nd Floor (off Duke
Street), Alexandria. Call 703-751-
8868.

SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS
Storytelling Sessions. 2 p.m. Children

enter a world of fantasy and fables
when costumed interpreters weave
three tales together during Mount
Vernon’s storytelling session, “Once
Upon a Time at Mount Vernon,” at
Historic Mount Vernon in the Hands-
On History Room in the Donald W.
Reynolds Education Center. “Once
Upon at Time at Mount Vernon” is
included in regular Estate admission:
adults, $15; youth ages 6-11, $7; and
children under 5 are admitted free.

THURSDAY/JAN. 7
Civil War Dance Classes. 7:30-9:30

p.m. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal Street, Alexandria. In
preparation for the Civil War Ball on
Jan. 23. Learn the waltz, polka,
Virginia reel and more from an expert
dance master. $12 per class;
Reservations recommended. 703-838-
4242 or www.gadsbystavern.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 8
Ballroom Dancing for Couples. 8:30

p.m. to 11:30 p.m. The second Friday
of each month. Enjoy waltz, fox trot,
cha cha, swing and more to live music
on large wooden dance floor in Mount
Vernon area; cost is $15/person.
Private club; reservations required
www.fridaynightersdancingclub.com.

JAN. 8, 9
One-Act Play Festival. Friday, Jan. 8 at

7 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 9 at 2 and 7
p.m. The performance on Saturday
night will be judged. At T.C. Williams
High School, in the Blackbox Theatre
across from the auditorium.

Rockin’ in a Winter Wonderland.
10-11 a.m. Featuring Rocknoceros and
benefitting the St. Clement Episcopal
Day School in Alexandria. Cost is $10/
advance; $12/door. At Grace Episcopal
Day School Auditorium, 3601 Russell
Road, Alexandria. For tickets, go to
http://preschool.fufa.net.

Women’s Handyman Classes. 10
a.m. to noon. Basic electrical,
plumbing and handyman classes for
interested women hoping to learn
about everything from hanging a
ceiling fan, repairing a leaky faucet,
installing a door knob or replacing
ceramic tiles. At Michael and Son
headquarters building, 5730 General
Washington Drive, Alexandria. Visit
www.michaelandson.com.

Birding for Beginners. 8-10:30 a.m.
The program for adults will start with a
discussion about field guides and
optics. A walk will follow to look for
and identify resident birds. It is the
perfect introduction to a hobby that
may last a lifetime.  Reservations are
required. The charge is $6 per person.
Call 703-768-2525 to reserve. At
Huntley Meadows Visitor Center, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria.

SUNDAY/JAN. 10
Vesper Organ Concert. 6 p.m. With

Jane Bourdow, Choir/Music Director of
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in
Alexandria. The concert will feature
music of Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany, by J. S. Bach, Dieterich
Buxtehude, Paul Manz, Gerald Near,
Craig Phillips, and Max Reger, on 2009

a Di Gennaro-Hart pipe organ.   At
Grace Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-549-1980
or e-mail
music.director@gracealex.org.

Hungry for Music Concert. 7 p.m.
Four folk/Americana duos perform.
Starring Siobhan Quinn and Michael
Bowers; BumpKin Pie with  Michael
Dunkley and Suzanne Ives;  Lisa Taylor
and Dana Connor; and The Sweater
Set. At Church of the Resurrection,
2280 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.
Tickets are $18/door; $15/advance at
FocusMusic.org. Contact Kay Coyte at
kay@focusmusic.org or 703-501-6061

MONDAY/JAN. 11
Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m. to noon.

At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. A
program for toddlers (walkers through
36 months) and their caregivers!
Tavern Toddlers features an open
playtime in Gadsby’s ballroom. Themes
change monthly. $7 for a group of
three, which must include one adult, or
purchase a 5-week pass for $30.  Call
703-838-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org

TUESDAY/JAN. 12
Rehearsals for NOVA Community

Chorus. No audition is required. Join
by registering for this one-credit class
at Northern Virginia Community
College, Alexandria Campus.
Rehearsals are 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays,
at NVCC Alexandria Campus, 3001 N.

SATURDAY/JAN. 9
“Banished” Film Screening. 4:30-6:30 p.m. At the Alexandria Black History

Museum, 902 Wythe Street, Alexandria. How did three U.S. towns make African
Americans disappear? Filmmaker Marco Williams visits some of the whitest counties
in the country to confront the legacy of “banishment” — a wave of racial purging that
tore through the South 100 years ago. The wounds of history are opened as Williams
sits down with KKK leaders, white residents of these all-white communities, as well as
descendants of the banished alike. Free! 703-838-4356 or www.alexblackhistory.org.

See Calendar,  Page 14SATURDAY/JAN. 9
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN
CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

This One’s For You!

To Advertise Your
Faith Community,

call Karen at: 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

From Page 13
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JAN. 15-24
Alexandria Restaurant Week. More

than 40 dining establishments
participating in this second-annual
event. Offering $35 pre-fixe three-
course dinner or $35 dinner for two, or
$3.50 sweet treats. Throughout the
City of Alexandria.  Menus, event
details, and online reservations at:
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com. Call 703-
746-3301

SUNDAY/JAN. 17
Messing Around with Creativity

Workshop. 1-3 p.m. Fee: $10/$12.
Explore how the creative process works
so that you can apply it to traditional
artistic pursuits and life in general.  At
the DRA Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave., Alexandria. Details, fees and pre-
registration at
www.thedelrayartisans.org. Contact
Lynn Wyvill at 703-299-0848 or
lwyvill@comcast.net.

TUESDAY/JAN. 19
Winter Concert. Works by Philip Glass

with Dana Tae Soon Burgess Dance
Co. Schönberg “Verklärte Nacht”. At
Episcopal High School, in Pendleton
Hall in the Ainslie Arts Center, 1200
North Quaker Lane, Alexandria. Call
703-933-4135.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 20
Square Dance Lessons. 7:30-9:30

p.m. With the Boomerangs Square
Dance Teaching Council. At Lincolnia
Center, 4710 North Chambliss St.,
Alexandria. Contact Nancy at 703-573-
8378.

SATURDAY/JAN. 23
Civil War Ball. 8-11 p.m. In Gadsby’s

Tavern ballroom. $45/advance; $50/
door. Period attire, either civilian or
military, is encouraged. In preparation
for the Ball, dance classes will be
offered at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
from 7:30-9:30 p.m. on Thursdays,
Jan. 7, 14, 21. Learn the waltz, polka,
Virginia Reel and more. Cost is $12/
each of $30 for the series. Call 703-
838-4242. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

JAN. 23-24
“Mint Condition.” Jan. 23 at 8 p.m.;

Jan. 24 at 2 p.m. Jane Franklin Dance
and Washington Saxophone Quartet
perform in a shared evening. At The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Tickets are $28 - $16 can
be purchased by phone 703-933-1111
or at www.janefranklin.com

SUNDAY/JAN. 24
Classical Pianist Sara Leila

Sherman. 4 p.m. Free. The recital
will feature solo piano works from
German, French and American
composers. The program includes
Ludwig van Beethoven’s Piano Sonata
in A-flat Major Op. 110, Gabriel Fauré’s
Nocturne for Piano No. 6 in-D flat
major Op. 63, and Samuel Barber’s
Sonata for Piano Op. 26. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington Street,
Old Town Alexandria.

SUNDAY/JAN. 31
Combo Fun with Cards and ATCs.

Noon to 4 p.m. Create handmade cards
for Valentines. Materials supplied with
suggested donations. Artist Trading
Card-ers are invited to trade/swap and
participate in DRA’s New Year’s theme
of What is “In” and What is “Out” for
2010. Contact Karen at
schmityk@yahoo.com or
www.theDelRayArtisans.org.  Del Ray
Artisans gallery is located at 2704
Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria;
call 703-838-4827.

Beauregard. Contact Dr. Mark Whitmire, Director, at 703-845-
6097 or e-mail: mwhitmire@nvcc.edu

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 13
Ladies Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Cost is $17.

Sponsored by the Springfield/Alexandria Women’s
Connection. At the Springfield Golf & Country Club, 8301 Old
Keene Mill Road, Springfield. For reservations, call 703-569-
4670 or 703-590-6562.

All About Dogs. 7:30 p.m. Friends of Duncan Library are
hosting Robin Bennett, author of All About Dog Daycare: A
Blueprint for Success and Off-Leash Dog Play. At Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4566 or visit  www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

THURSDAY/JAN. 14
Second Thursday Art Night: Snowy Winter Nights. 6-9

p.m. Free. Walk through an artistic wonderland of open
studios and artist-made snowflakes at this free event. Enjoy
fun activities for the whole family with opening receptions in
Target Gallery and The Art League Gallery and a kids’
scavenger hunt. At the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St., Alexandria. Go to www.torpedofactory.org; or call
703-838-4565.

JAN. 14, 15, 16
Used Book Sale. At the Alexandria Library, Barrett Branch.

Hours are Thursday, 4-9 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. At 717 Queen Street, Alexandria.
Call 703-838-4555.

JAN. 15-24
“Disney’s Mulan Jr.” Performances at 3 p.m. on Jan. 17, 18,

23, 24, and at 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 15, 16, 22 and 23. Travel
back to the legendary, story-telling days of ancient China with
this action-packed stage adaptation of Disney’s Mulan.  A
youth production presented by Aldersgate Church Community
Theater, 1301 Collingwood Road, Alexandria. Tickets can be
purchased at www.acctonline.org. Seats are $9/online and
$10/door.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

O
ct. 24 was a cold, wet,
miserable day during
the latter parts of a
disappointing season

for the West Potomac football team.
Facing a T.C. Williams team with a
revamped offense and a stingy de-
fense, the 2-5 Wolverines had
plenty of excuses available in case
of an uninspired effort.

Instead, quarterback Colin
Mathewson rewrote the West
Potomac record book and the Wol-
verines battled the Titans until the
final whistle.

Despite less-than-stellar condi-
tions for West Potomac’s pass-happy
offense, the senior Mathewson
completed 17 of 29 passes for a single-game
school record 438 yards. He also tied a West
Potomac single-game mark with five touch-
down passes.

Mathewson overcame the ele-
ments to throw touchdown
passes of 72, 70, 66, 25 and 20
yards. West Potomac trailed by
11 points, 23-12, in the second

quarter before Mathewson connected with
Daryl Copeland for a 20-yard score, cutting
the deficit to four before halftime.

A 72-yard scoring toss to Copeland and a
25-yard touchdown pass to DeAndre Essex
gave the Wolverines a 31-23 lead in the
third quarter, but T.C. Williams rallied to
win, 38-37.

Mathewson said the performance was the
best he ever had.

Copeland was the biggest beneficiary of
Mathewson’s record-setting performance.
Copeland caught seven passes for 245 yards
and four touchdowns. His 66-yard touch-
down reception gave the Wolverines a two-
point fourth-quarter lead.

“I thought they both had a really positive
game and we saw flashes of what we
thought we could be,” West Potomac head
coach Eric Henderson said in an e-mail in
the Nov. 5 edition of the Gazette. “I think
Copeland has a bright future and can play
football at a high level. For Colin, his sea-
son was pretty rough with the injury at
Chantilly so it was good that he was able to
put together a complete game and get his
team in position to win.”

From a team standpoint, the game ended
in another loss for the Wolverines. But the
individual efforts of Mathewson and
Copeland helped brighten an otherwise
dreary season.

West Potomac
What happened in the fall: The

football team opened the season
with a 42-3 blowout of Mount
Vernon, but dropped eight of its
next nine games to finish the 2-8.
West Potomac’s other victory was a
come-from-behind 14-7 effort
against Robert E. Lee on Oct. 16.
The Wolverines suffered several
injuries at key positions, including
losing their starting quarterback
Mathewson for parts of four games.

Shawn Lee caught 29 passes for
309 yards and five touchdowns.
DeAndre Essex tallied 26 receptions
for 364 yards and three touch-
downs. Running back Darel Lane
led the team in carries (139), rush-
ing yards (629) and rushing touch-
downs (4).

Colin McConville led the team
with 88 tackles, followed by Shakil
White (66) and Stephen Howell
(65). Matt Cunningham tallied a
team-high 5.5 sacks, while Silas
Agyenabg totaled five.

The boys and girls cross country
teams each qualified for the state
meet with a third-place finish at the
Northern Region meet. Sarah Jane
Underwood led the girls with a
sixth-place finish (18 minutes, 14
seconds). Julianne Bigler finished seventh
(18:17), Colleen Boyle 24th (18:59), Dale
Lescher 27th (19:06) and Kelsey Rosenberg
36th (19:19).

The boys were led by Peter Coffey’s 19th-
place time of 16:04. Mark Hanak finished
22nd (16:08), Peter Stebbins 24th (16:09),

Marc Lotterie 30th (16:15) and Max Muir
32nd (16:17).

The field hockey team won its first three
games and finished 8-8. The Wolverines lost
to T.C. Williams in the opening round of the
Patriot District Tournament.

The volleyball team finished 3-13, losing

to South County in the opening
round of the Patriot District Tour-
nament. The Wolverines defeated
Washington-Lee, Mount Vernon
and Falls Church.

The golf team defeated Mount
Vernon for its lone win of the sea-
son.

What’s next: The boys basketball
team, which started 4-3, will host
Annandale at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 8. Led
by Daryl Copeland, Keevyn Hankins
and Martez Redfearn, the Wolver-
ines have an athletic mix of guards
and forwards who can score. Head
coach David Houston III has high
expectations for the team.

The girls basketball team, which
started 1-4, will travel to face
Annandale at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 8.
Talya Dawson and Ravyne McFail
are the top offensive threats for
first-year head coach Vincent Tate.

The boys and girls swim and dive
teams will travel to face T.C. Will-
iams at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 8. The girls
started the season 2-2, while the
boys are 1-3.

Mount Vernon
What happened in the fall: The

field hockey team won the National
District championship with a 1-0
victory over Washington-Lee on
Oct. 20. Senior goalkeeper Sara
Duncan recorded the shutout for
the Majors, despite Washington-Lee
attacking for most of the game.

The football team did not win a
game, ending its season with a 34-
29 loss to previously winless
Wakefield. The 29 points were a
season high for the Majors. Mount
Vernon was edged by Stuart, 19-17,
on Sept. 25.

The volleyball team did not win
a match, ending its season with a
loss to Yorktown in the opening
round of the National District Tour-
nament.

What’s next: The boys and girls
basketball teams look to repeat as
National District champions. The
boys started the season 5-2 with
both losses coming against Paul VI.
Skylar Jones, Jesse Konadu and
Robert Smith are each averaging
double figures for the Majors.
Mount Vernon will travel to face
Yorktown at 7:45 p.m. Jan. 8.

The girls team started 2-1 with-
out the services of its top offensive
threats — all-state guard/forward
Tracy King and point guard Jalinda
Venable, who was a first-team all-

district selection last season. King was work-
ing her way back from a knee injury suf-
fered last season and Venable was sus-
pended from the team. If Mount Vernon can
get both players back, the Majors would be
in good shape toward defending their dis-
trict crown.

West Potomac quarterback Colin Mathewson, seen during the team’s season opener
against Mount Vernon, set the school’s single-game record for passing yards Oct. 24
against T.C. Williams.

Ashleigh Sable, right, and the Mount Vernon
field hockey team were National District cham-
pions in 2009.

Wolverine cross
country teams
place third
at regionals.

Mathewson’s Passing Records Brighten Dreary WP Season
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Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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Port City Playhouse presents
NUTS

by Tom Topor
Directed by Donald Neal

Fri and Sat at 8 pm 01/08 & 01/09, 01/15 & 01/16, 01/22 & 01/23;
Tue at 8 pm 01/19; plus

Sun Matinee at 2 pm 01/24/2010

Lee Center for the Performing Arts
1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria 22314

Free Parking on site!

CALL: (703) 838-2880
www.portcityplayhouse.com
$16 Adults, $14 Seniors & Juniors,

$12 Groups of 10 or More

Push your body.
Find your beat.

$25per month
for 6 months!
January EFT sign-up plus
joining fee is required. Offer
valid for New Students Only!
Not valid with any other offer.
One offer per customer.
Expires Jan. 31, 2010.

Mt Vernon/Alexandria
703-765-0142

Old Town/Alexandria
703-491-6583

January 13

703-360-7300 | www.mtvac.net Some restrictions may apply. Please contact a membership advisor for details

TO GET BACK INTO SHAPE AFTER THE HOLIDAY’S!

GYROTRONIC® Exercise comes to Old Town

GYROTRONIC® Exercise uses principles of
Pilates, yoga and stretching to tone the body.

Open House
January 16, 10-4 & January 17, 12-5

Open house price for 1 hour private session $30.00
Call for apppointment or come by to watch!

From Page 6

Opinion

up in hospital emergency rooms, the most expen-
sive form of health care for which we all pay. Medic-
aid also pays for 43 percent of all nursing home care.
As the population ages, cutting funds for what little
coverage we have for long-term care makes no sense.

Third, in October 2009 Governor Kaine cut higher
education by 15 percent. He proposes cutting by
another 26 percent over the next two years. Histori-
cally, when there are budget shortfalls, Virginia cuts
funds for colleges and universities and then raises
tuition rates or admits more out-of-state students
— taking up positions that should be reserved for
Virginia residents. These are not “cuts” they are cost
shifts to the middle class who make long-term plans
to utilize our high-quality public universities for their
children. To add insult to injury, he proposes to in-
flict these costs on middle class families right in the
middle of an anemic economy.

If you think the attack on the poor and Fairfax
County’s Middle Class is over — just wait. It has just
begun. Remember that the budget that was just pro-
posed contained $300 million of tax increases to
close a $4 billion hole. Also, remember that this does

not even begin to address transportation. While rais-
ing taxes is rarely welcomed by anyone, revenues
must come from somewhere or government services
must be cut. Governor-Elect McDonnell and House
of Delegates leadership has already rejected Kaine’s
proposals foreshadowing what in my view will be an
all-out assault on Fairfax County’s middle class in-
stead spreading the burdens fairly among people who
can afford to bear them. This is just the beginning of
the War on Fairfax.

While this budget may be bad, it is also partly a
function of an outdated tax system that was designed
for a homogenous rural and agricultural economy that
cannot support an increasingly urban-suburban and
service-oriented economy. If we approached this ra-
tionally, we would view this budget crisis as an op-
portunity to transform the way we do business in this
Commonwealth. It is time for a fair tax structure that
raises revenues commensurate with all income and
productivity, and equitably focuses expenses commen-
surate with need and economic development.

So long as we adhere to old constructs, Northern
Virginians will be sacrificed in the process and I will
fight all efforts to balance this budget on the backs of
the poor and Mount Vernon’s middle class.

Richmond’s War on Fairfax

Anne Audibert Brown, died on New Year’s Eve,
Dec. 31, 2009. Anne left the party at her Hollin Hills,
Alexandria home she shared with her husband of
54 years, Phil Brown. She joined the heavenly cel-
ebration in progress and was reunited with her
mother, Catherine Audibert, father Vincent Audibert,
and her eight brothers and sisters formerly of Fort
Kent, Maine, where she was born on March 2, 1922.
Anne left behind her three children Wm. Phillips
Brown, III, Stephen Vincent Brown, Cynthia Brown
Czifra, and five adoring grand children.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, Jan. 8,
2010 at 10 a.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 6744
South Kings Highways, Alexandria, after which in-
terment will take place at Mount Comfort Cemetery,

Anne Audibert Brown
Obituary

6600 South Kings, ap-
proximately a mile away
from St. Mark’s Church.
A reception at St. Mark’s
Church will follow the
interment for Anne’s
relatives and friends.

Two periods of visita-
tion are scheduled on
Friday, Jan. 8, at
Cunningham Funeral
Home, 811 Cameron
Street, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, from 2-4 p.m. and
6-8 p.m.Brown
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A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

TAYLOR HANDYMAN
Small Jobs Welcome

Gutter repair, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Full Time PT

Flagship Rehabilitation is a true leader 
in today's healthcare marketplace. 
Positions available for a full time PT at 
the Goodwin Houses. Sign on bonus, 
relocation assistance, and tuition reim-
bursement available. Competitive salary 
will be offered. Must be VA licensed and 
certified. We’re Recruiting and Growing 
All The Time. 

Please contact: Marisa Bowen
Cell: 301-707-9049
Fax: 301-722-1450

mbowen@atlanticbbn.net

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

SALES PERSON
Part-time, Full-time • Top Salary

Excellent working conditions.
Flexible hours. No nights/Sundays.

Requirements: retail ladies fashion exp, energetic,
mature 40+, pleasant personality, fluent English.

Call Mrs. Shipe Between 11am & 4pm
MAE’S DRESS BOUTIQUE

703-356-6333 • McLean, Virginia

Ladies Apparel

Medical Office Insurance Clerk
Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 

office in Fairfax, M-F, 9-5. Please call 
703-914-8989 ext 128 or fax resume

703-914-5494.  

Nail Technician
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads is 

seeking a Nail Technician to work one day a 
week in our Beauty Salon. Responsibilities 
include manicures, pedicures, acrylic nails. 
Must be licensed inVirginia. Excellent com-
munication and interpersonal skills required. 

To join our team, apply online
www.goodwinhouse.org. 

Ph: (703) 578-7204, 
Fax: (703) 578-7233.  EOE

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864
Transportation Coordinator

Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads 
is seeking a part-time Transporta-
tion Coordinator. This position is re-
sponsible for scheduling drivers and 
driving residents throughout the 
Washington, DC metro area. No CDL 
is required. Must have a valid driv-
er’s license with an insurable driving 
record. Must be proficient in Micro-
soft Word. To join our team, apply 
online www.goodwinhouse.org. Ph: 
703-578-7204,  Fax: 703-578-7233. 

EOE

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

102 Instruction

Tutoring Available
Recent Honor Level
College Graduate

Math, Spanish, English 
All Levels, $30/hr

Call Hal at 
(703)864-6616

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

HAULING

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt
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Happy New Year to All!

EXIT METRO REALTY

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

If you do not get
The Mount Vernon
Gazette delivered to
your home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now available for
the first time with
timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six
months.
Help us meet the costs of
providing first-rate commu-
nity journalism on news-
print to your household.

Call 703-778-9426
(or -9427)
or e-mail

circulation@
connection

newspapers.com


